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The Office Of The Holy Ministry 

Perhaps the very best place to start an article of this topic would be the wise words of an 

older pastor to a much younger and newer pastor. This elderly pastor wrote this in what is 

referred to as a Pastoral Epistle. 2 Timothy 3:16&17: 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, (lit. God-Breathed) and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

Even though Paul is speaking of the profitability of the Holy Bible for everyone, he is 

speaking to a younger Pastor by the name of Timothy. The profitability of the Bible is for 

Timothy, that is to say, how Pastor Timothy is to use the Scriptures to carry out his work of 

Ministry. Many years ago when I would read a verse in Scripture like the above I would 

naively think that its applicability was only to me. I never took into account the content of 

what was being written. And so if I would read the above words, “man of God” I would think 

it was talking to me. After all I was a believer and a man of God. 

There are actually 76 references in the Old Testament and 2 in the New Testament to the 

words “man of God.”  The very first one is in the book of Deuteronomy and it is referring to 

Moses as the man of God. It is Deut. 33:1 (Emphasis Mine) 

1 And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death. 

It is interesting to note that all of 76 references in the Old Testament to the “man of God,” 

are to prophets who were called by God to speak His word, with the curious exception of a 

verse in Judges 13:6 where the man of God may be an angel or an actual theophany. (A 

manifestation of the pre-incarnate Christ!) 

The 2 references in the New Testament are references to Timothy, a called and ordained 

servant of Christ. The first is the above quoted verse in 2nd Timothy and the other is from 

1st Timothy 6:11 –  

11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 

 I bring this up because the Office of the Ministry is so very much misunderstood in our 

day.  Even in Lutheran circles you can hear much discussion about the numerous 

ministries people have within the congregation.  

Let me assert immediately that all of this talk of the different ministries that exist within 

the church are confusing to say the least. I will even be so bold as to state that there is only 

one Ministry in the church. All of the talk of various ministries are simply wrong. Our 

Confessions address this almost immediately in Article V of the Augsburg Confession:  

1 So that we may obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the Gospel and administering the 

Sacraments was instituted. 2 Through the Word and Sacraments, as through instruments, the Holy 

Spirit is given [John 20:22]. He works faith, when and where it pleases God [John 3:8], in those who 

hear the good news that God justifies those who believe that they are received into grace for Christ’s 
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sake. 3 This happens not through our own merits, but for Christ’s sake. 4 Our churches condemn the 

Anabaptists and others who think that through their own preparations and works the Holy Spirit 

comes to them without the external Word. (Augsburg Confession Art. V) 

In this article of the Augsburg Confession the office of the ministry is equated with teaching 

the Gospel and administering the sacraments. This is obviously speaking of the office of the 

Pastor. The faith referred to is the justifying faith of the previous article, Article IV.  

So the confessions of our Church speak of only one Ministry, that of preaching the Gospel 

and Administering the Sacraments. This ministry has but one objective and that is to bring 

people to faith through the working of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit of God is connected 

solely with this Office of the Ministry which concerns itself with preaching the Gospel and 

administering the Sacraments. This is why the Anabaptists are condemned in the above 

article because they believed that the Holy Spirit was capable of bringing about conversions 

apart from the spoken word which directly contradicts Roman 10:17 “Faith comes by 

hearing and hearing the Word of Christ.”  

Now we call these two things; preaching and administering sacraments, the “Means of 

Grace.” Apart from these means the Holy Spirit cannot be found and cannot do His work of 

bringing people to repentance and faith.  In addition, where the pure Gospel is preached 

the Holy Spirit works faith when and where it pleases God to do so. 

Many years ago I presented a paper to a group of Lutheran Pastors in a circuit meeting. The 

Topic of my paper was “The Office Of The Ministry.” It was not well received because these 

pastors had bought into the idea that ministry was something that was done by the 

laypeople of the church. Their concept of ministry was based on a faulty translation of 

Ephesians Chapter 4 verses 11&12 concerning the gifts the Ascended Christ has given to 

His Church. Taken from the NASB translation these verses read as follows:  

11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors 

and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of 

Christ;(NASB) 

Now compare this with a translation in the King James Version: 

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 

pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 

edifying of the body of Christ;(KJV) 

 

Do you notice the huge difference between these two translations? The NASB would have 

us understand that verse twelve is for Pastors and the like to equip the saints for the work 

of ministry. 

 

Whereas the KJV, by adding a comma says that all these gifts the Lord gives; of prophets, 

Apostles, Pastors, etc. are to perfect the saints and that the pastors are to do the work of 

ministry, that is to say preach and administer the Sacraments. 
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The false understanding of ministry is based on verse 12. The pastors of my former circuit 

were extremely upset because of the correct understanding of this verse; which is to say  

that God gave pastors to the church to equip the saints (people), (comma) for the Pastor to 

do the work of The Ministry. (Emphasis Mine.) It needs to be said that the Greek word for 

ministry does in fact mean service. However I would contend that the service referred to 

cannot be understood to mean that the lay people of the Church are being equipped by 

their pastor to carry out ministry or works of service, because the ministry which is referred 

to is the Ministry of the Word (preaching) and Administering of the Sacraments.   

Many years ago when I was in the seminary I took a class that was sarcastically named 

P.B.I. by the seminarians who took the class. It was a required class for 1st year students 

and I and many of my fellow students hated the class. The full name of the class was, 

“Principles of Biblical Interpretation.” I didn’t realize it or appreciate it at the time, but this 

class which I disliked so much was to become one of the most important classes I could 

have taken. I have used its material very often in teaching Bible Study classes. 

One of the very first principles of interpreting the Bible is this; “Context determines the 

meaning.” The context of the surrounding verses (or even the context of the entire Bible!) 

will determine the correct interpretation. In teaching this principle to my own students in 

the many Bible Studies which I have taught I have used this illustration to clarify exactly 

what is meant by this. So try this on for size as far as context determining meaning! 

Let us assume that a young man takes his girlfriend out to a fancy restaurant for a 

romantic meal together. The candles are lit on their table and the waiters actually unfold 

the linen napkins and place them on their laps. The romantic mood is perfect and the boy 

says to his girl, “you are so beautiful. Your eyes are like shimmering pools of moonlight.” 

How does the girl interpret what her boyfriend means?  The context will determine how she 

interprets this statement. Should she take his words literally that her eyes are in fact 

literally shimmering pools of moonlight?  If she does that she may come to the false 

conclusion that her boyfriend thinks she is a vampire. So let’s look at the context of his 

statement. 

First, they are in a romantic restaurant. So that is the context. Secondly, he is speaking in 

a genre that would suggest that his words are poetic. He uses a simile – the word, “like”, so 

he is comparing her eyes to the shimmering moonlight. It is a poetic compliment. It means 

her eyes are beautiful.  

Do you see what I mean? The context of where they were, who was speaking, who was 

being spoken to and what genre (type of speech) was being used will tell this beautiful girl 

what her boyfriend actually means. 

We actually use these principles when communicating or listening to something being 

spoken or when we read. I am a big science fiction reader and enjoy reading stories of time 
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travel very much. But I understand that the genre of science fiction is not reality and so I 

am able to enjoy this journey in fiction very much.  

Let’s try another example for you. Now let us just say for example that you are listening or 

reading the Gettysburg Address, a speech given many years ago by Abraham Lincoln. “Four 

score and seven years ago our forefathers bought to this continent a new nation, conceived 

in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.” How do you 

know that Abraham Lincoln is not talking, for instance about tax reform or some such 

other topic? How do you know exactly what he is talking about at all? Well you are probably 

reading a history book so there is your genre. It is historical literature. You will discover 

that he is giving a speech honoring  those who gave their life at the battle of Gettysburg so 

there is the context and from there you discover all sorts of other information and you can 

correctly interpret what is being said. 

In the scriptures this very same concept must be used to arrive at the correct 

interpretation. There are many principles that can be used to determine the context of a 

verse or verses. In fact there are far too many to list in this little paper. The most important 

though for our needs are; context, genre, who is speaking, who is being spoken to and 

finally the absolute and most important is this; what is the purpose of the Bible? Why was 

it written? 

This question of the purpose of the Bible is, as I say above, the most important contextual 

question that must be addressed. There are many people who start out with the interpretive 

principle that the Bible (especially the New Testament) is written for the purpose of telling 

us how we are supposed to live our lives. This makes the Bible a sort of rule book and it 

leads to all manner of false doctrine and practice. If you start out with this improper 

understanding then invariably you will see Jesus as one who came to give us a set of 

principles of right living. This makes Jesus a new lawgiver, a teacher of morality.  

However if you understand the purpose of the Bible as God’s revelation concerning how it is 

that God brings about your salvation and the salvation of the entire world then you arrive 

at a completely different interpretation.  

Jesus addressed this very principle when he spoke one day to the Pharisees. He told them, 

“You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they 

that bear witness about me.” So first and foremost the Holy Scriptures are about the Word 

made flesh, Jesus Christ. And as the Nicene Creed states, “who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven.”  So the Scriptures were written to reveal to us the 

Christ of Salvation, not the Christ of empowerment for right living!  

So let us return to the context of Ephesians Chapter 4 and look at it in its proper context. 

To do this we go back to verse one. This tells us who is speaking. Actually you could go 

back to Chapter one to understand who is speaking. 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
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So it is the Apostle Paul. Next who is he speaking to?  

To the saints who are at Ephesus and who are faithful in Christ Jesus: 

He is addressing the Christians at the churches of Ephesus. Now having established that 

let us jump to Chapter four for the context surrounding verses 11 and 12.  

Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have 

been called with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, 

He is exhorting them to be humble and gentle and have tolerance for each other in love. 

The above quoted verses are one and two of Chapter four. Then beginning with verse 7 we 

have the following: 

But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.8 Therefore it says, “When He 

ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, And He gave gifts to men.”  9 (Now this expression, 

“He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He 

who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.) 11 

And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors 

and teachers,  12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 

13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the 

measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 

These verses give the contextual clues that will give the correct understanding of verse 12.  

So, grace was given to us according to the measure of Christ gift. The referent to “us” might 

well be the Apostles. However even it if it is not the Apostles, but the saints of God in 

Ephesus it really doesn’t change the overall meaning.  

“When He ascended on high” is obviously a reference to Christ, He led captivity captive. This 

is speaking of those who formerly were held captive in Satan’s kingdom but have now been 

redeemed and are captive to Christ. In short - His Church. And He gave gifts to men. Again 

it is context that helps us determine these gifts and who they were given to – He gave them 

to men! This is not to be understood in some sort of misogynistic way but rather He gave 

these gifts to everyone for the purpose of proclaiming the Word for men’s salvation!   And 

the gifts are…apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors/ teachers. Now why are these people 

considered gifts?  They are the ones who have been called by Jesus Christ into the Office of 

the Ministry to carry out the tasks Jesus has given them to do. As noted above in the 

Augsburg Confession, these tasks are preaching and administering the sacraments. So now 

we come to the purpose of the gifts, and that purpose is; TO EQUIP THE SAINTS, THE 

WORK OF MINISTRY (SERVICE), TO BUILD UP THE BODY OF CHRIST, (the Church) 

UNTIL WE ALL ATTAIN TO THE UNITY OF FAITH AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON 

OF GOD.   

You will notice right away that I have placed the comma between the equipping of the 

saints and the work of service just as it is done in the KJV. So instead of having two tasks 

associated with the work of the afore mentioned gifts which Christ has given to His Church 

we actually have three tasks required by the “men of God;” equipping saints, work of 
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service or Ministry, and building up the Church. The context tells us that the main people 

involved in these tasks are the called and ordained servants ie. Apostles, evangelists, 

prophets, pastors, and teachers, not the laypeople. These people are preaching the Word 

and Administering Sacraments in order to bring God’s Grace (Salvation) to those who hear 

and receive.  

It has been well over 30 years since I sat in a seminar given by a Lutheran Pastor. His 

name was Pastor Don Abdon and his seminar was called, “Organizing the Church around 

the Great Commission.” Essentially what this pastor did was to set the stage for the Church 

which Jesus Christ called into existence through the Gospel, to be viewed as a business. A 

business where all the employees ran around helter-skelter doing all sorts of little jobs that 

they had been equipped to do. Church constitutions were rewritten all throughout the 

Synod as he became more and more popular. And more and more congregations were led to 

the erroneous conclusion that the 20th -21st century church is intended to be a “doing 

entity” (busily doing the works of service), rather than a receiving entity. (Receiving the 

grace of God through the Word and Sacraments)  

However the Church is established for our salvation, not for us getting out there and doing 

all sorts of works. The Church is for proclamation of the Gospel not for someone to equip 

us to do works of the Law!  This false pretense led to more and more false assumptions 

such as “Everyone a Minister” another book written by a Lutheran Pastor. Next came 

“spiritual gift inventories,” which enabled a person to discover their spiritual gifts so that 

they could more effectively do the spiritual work of the local congregation. Now there are 

signs as you leave the parking lots of many churches giving you one last taste of the law 

before you leave, telling you that you are now entering the mission field! The implication 

being that it is your job as a layperson to get out there and witness for Jesus so your 

neighbors can be saved. (This is the topic of witnessing I will address in another paper.) 

I am not proud to say that I bought into this Pastor’s teaching lock, stock, and barrel. I was 

so excited as a layperson to further the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. I took all of the training 

available to me to get out there and do the work of an evangelist! (This topic of Evangelism 

will be addressed in a future article.) Evangelism Explosion I,II,III, Each One Reach One, 

Dialogue Evangelism, and list goes on and on. I used to make cold calls at people’s homes 

to try and convert them. I was “on fire” for Jesus! I was “doing the work of the ministry that 

I had been equipped to do. And I must tell you honestly, it was a huge waste of my time. I 

was a husband, a father, a full-time steel worker at Bethlehem Steel, and I was going to 

school at Purdue University to get a degree which would enable me to go on to the 

Seminary and become a pastor. My point being that I already had a vocation, my station in 

life. In that vocation, which God had called me to, I was supposed to be taking care of my 

wife, teaching my children the Small Catechism, doing a good job for my employer and 

being a student. Looking back now on all of that church busyness what I regret the most 

was the absence of time that I could have spent with my four boys and my wife. I daresay 

God would have been happier with me if I had taken them all camping and fishing and 
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being a good father and husband instead of running around trying to convert the world for 

Jesus.  

Now in the early years of the 21st Century the foolishness concerning Church and Ministry 

and the purpose for their existence has been compounded beyond belief. Certain other 

pastors who have also bought into this craziness have started a school out in California call 

the Pastoral Leadership Institute. The purpose of this post-seminary training is to make 

CEOs and CFOs out of the pastors. They are to become the ecclesiastical cheerleaders for 

their congregations leading the members in the victory chants of a new glorified church 

body that is going to win the world for Jesus. In my own District, the Rocky Mountain 

District of the LCMS we have a slogan that is supposed to explain our mission. It is; 

“Igniting the Church and the Culture for Christ.”  Supposedly we are going to set the world 

and the church to burning with a love for Jesus.  

Part of my Seminary training was to read a lot of theological books. So we read thousands 

of books and many of them were excellent. There was one in particular though that 

addressed this topic of how the church and culture related to each other. It’s title I believe 

was, “Church and Culture,” Written by a theologian by the name of Niebur. I think H. 

Richard was his first name. (As I get older my brain doesn’t work as well as it used to.) In 

any event one of the conclusions the author came to was, in my humble opinion, the only 

one legitimate way to understand the relation of Jesus Christ and His Church to the rest of 

the world. That way was Christ and Culture in Paradox! His view was that the 

relationship of Christ, and hence the Church was a relationship that was always in tension. 

It was in tension because Jesus Christ came to establish a Kingdom that is best-described 

as a Kingdom of Grace. This is a Kingdom where sin is freely-forgiven for the sake of 

Christ’s universal atonement. This means that all men’s sins have been forgiven! In this 

Kingdom of Grace Christ rules His people with the Gospel and this Gospel is the pre-

eminent focus of the Church. This Gospel is what is to be proclaimed to a dying world and 

culture.  

The culture of the world, on the other hand exists in what is called the Kingdom of Power. 

This is a Kingdom in which Christ rules by the law. Whether that law is the Ten 

Commandments or the law of men (which are always a reflection of the Ten 

Commandments), it is the law which is the pre-eminent focus in the kingdom of power. In 

Luther’s theology (which, would also be the Bible’s theology) this is called the Doctrine of 

the two kingdoms.  

Christ rules, of course in both of these kingdoms, but in very different ways. In the 

Kingdom of Grace or the Church He rules with the Gospel which liberates. In the Kingdom 

of Power He rules through those entities which have fourth commandment authority over 

us all, be they parents, policemen, the various levels of government or what have you.   

I cannot help but believe that there is a great deal of tension and animosity between these 

two Kingdoms. The crucifixion of Jesus Christ certainly seems to bear this out. So when we 
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talk of igniting the Culture and the Church I always get the picture in my mind of them 

burning in eternal hellfire!  I certainly know that is not the intended meaning but I can’t 

help myself because this is not a realistic view of either the Culture or the Church! It does 

however, add new meaning to being on fire for Jesus! (My attempt at a little humor!) 

Over the years my thinking has (I certainly believe with the help of the Holy Spirit) evolved 

in my understanding of the Doctrine of the Ministry and also the Doctrine of the Church. It 

is truly unfortunate I believe, that the Church, and in particular the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod has gotten to be so wrong-headed in their understanding of these two 

teachings of Church and Ministry.  

In the congregation I now serve as Pastor, Risen Christ Lutheran Church in Arvada, 

Colorado, I have sought to undo much of the damage done by the followers of Pastor Don 

Abdon, whom I mentioned above. We have re-written our own Constitution to better reflect 

the proper Biblical understanding of the Office of the Ministry. We also have added a 

preamble to our Constitution to better explain the reasons our constitution is so different 

from the many others in the Missouri Synod. That our Constitution was approved by the 

Rocky Mountain District officialdom thereby giving us credible standing as a congregation 

of the Missouri Synod is testimony to God’s graciousness for which we give thanks often. I 

have taken the liberty of reproducing this Preamble for the sake of those who might be 

interested in the better way. Also our entire Constitution is available for reading at 

www.risenchristlutheran.org  

Preamble To The Constitution Of Risen Christ Lutheran Church 

Risen Christ Lutheran Church actively and purposely endeavors to be a Church of the 

Lutheran Reformation in Doctrine and Practice. Therefore in an increasingly hostile 

environment, to that which is confessional and therefore absolute, we find it imperative 

that we include a preamble to our constitution, in order that the reasons for our existence 

may be clearly understood. 

The Church, being called into existence through the Gospel, is Christ's own creation and is 

referred to as His Bride. The Church is mandated in Matthew 28 to preach, to teach the 

Word of God and to Baptize, thereby making disciples (Christians) when and where it 

pleases God to do so. That is to say, to preach the Gospel in its truth and purity, to teach 

the pure Word of God and to Baptize with water and the Word of God. This is to be carried 

out via the means of the called and ordained Pastor(s) of the Church. Thereby the Church 

receives through the Word and Sacraments of God the mercy and grace of God, which is 

the free and unmerited forgiveness of all our sins for the sake of Jesus Christ the Savior of 

the World. In hearing this pure Word and receiving His Holy Sacraments, the Church, and 

its members, are strengthened and preserved in the true faith until her gracious Savior 

returns in glory. We hold that the Sacraments are: Holy Baptism, Holy Absolution, and the 

Lord's Supper. (Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article XIII) Through these, God 

preserves His remnant in true faith. 

http://www.risenchristlutheran.org/
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We believe and teach without equivocation, that there is one Ministry in the Church, the 

Ministry of the Gospel, which is the preaching of the Word and Administration of the 

Sacraments. "In order to obtain faith, God instituted the preaching office, that is the Word 

and Sacraments. Through these, as through means, He gives the Holy Spirit, who works 

faith, when and where He pleases, in those who hear the Gospel." Art.V Augsburg 

Confession. "Faith cometh by hearing and hearing of the Word of Christ." (Romans 10:17) 

The preaching of the Gospel and the reception of the Sacraments are the most important 

events that happen in the Church, for the life of the world. The Holy, Divine Service, where 

God's people congregate is the central event in the life of the Church. In this Divine Service 

God feeds His people with the bread of Heaven. This is the work of the Church.  

We believe that it is erroneous to convey the idea that the individual Christian, other than 

in his vocation, has become responsible to "carry out the great commission," or has a 

responsibility to go out and evangelize. It is also erroneous to hold that "everyone is a 

minister" or that "everyone has a ministry." The Confessions of the Lutheran Church as 

contained in the Book of Concord know nothing of this American invention of the 

"Priesthood of all believers" being galvanized for action in order to accomplish the work of 

the Ministry. Therefore the church is not about programs. It is about the Gospel. The eyes 

of the Church are fixed upon Jesus, who is the author and perfector of faith. This Gospel 

message is about the life, death and resurrection of Jesus for us, it is not about how we are 

to live our lives for Jesus. The Church preaches the Gospel to get people into heaven not to 

get them into the pews. There is no guarantee that the Church will grow, there is only 

faithfulness to the Word of God. The Holy Spirit works faith through the faithful preaching 

of the pure Gospel, not the programs or the busyness of man. 

We reject the dangerous mis-translation utilized among so many Lutheran Congregations 

contained in Ephesians Chapter 4 Verse 12,  "to prepare God's people for works of service." 

This false translation is law, not Gospel and sees the Church as having the responsibility to 

be a "doing entity," rather than a receiving entity, receiving the riches of Grace in Christ 

Jesus. 

We also reject the various Church Growth principles and programs which flow out of the 

acceptance of this false translation. We refer all interested parties to the excellent article by 

the now sainted Dr. Henry P. Hamann, former president of Luther Seminary in North 

Adelaide, South Australia. (This article may be found in the Concordia Journal of January 

1988.)  

The following quote from an article by Dr. Hamann, will be beneficial to all in 

understanding this Constitution of Risen Christ Lutheran Church.  

"This is evangelization church growth New Testament style. If a Pastor aims at a 

congregation whose members live by faith active in love - which is the only thing that finally 

counts in Christ Jesus (Gal.5:6) and if he were sure that all his flock were doing just that, 

there would be no need at all for any further organization in his congregation beyond the 
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barest minimum for the sake of order. There would be no stewardship and evangelism 

committees, no frantic searching and scratching of heads, so that every member in the 

congregation would have something to do, no elaborate programs to show that everybody 

keeps busy in some spiritual activity. But there would be a mighty spiritual, churchly 

movement, as all the members of the congregation would live their free lives of faith, loving 

their fellow men and serving them in freedom, heedless of self, as the whole body of Christ 

would grow and build itself up in love, each part doing its work. And that mighty spiritual 

movement would exert a tremendous attraction on the unbelieving world, as the Holy Spirit 

would, through it and the preached word of the Gospel, add to the church daily those who 

were being saved." 

The Constitution of Risen Christ Lutheran Church seeks to preserve this proper distinction 

of law and gospel and the proper understanding of the Church as Christ's Bride eagerly 

receiving His grace and mercy. We do not seek to elevate the Office of Ministry in unbiblical 

ways nor to devalue the Royal Priesthood. We simply want to place these teachings in their 

biblical perspective in order that God's people would understand their lives of faith and love 

in terms of their vocation to which God has called them and not in terms of forced service 

within the church under an improper understanding of the Doctrine of the Church. 

  


