
 
   

1 

The Constitution and Bylaws of 
Risen Christ Lutheran Church 

 
 

Preamble 
 
Risen Christ Lutheran Church actively and purposely endeavors to be a Church of the Lutheran 
Reformation in Doctrine and Practice.  Therefore, in an increasingly hostile environment to that which is 
confessional and therefore absolute, we find it imperative that we include a preamble to our constitution 
in order that the reasons for our existence may be clearly understood. 
 
The Church, being called forth through the Gospel, is Christ's own creation and is referred to as His 
Bride.  The Church is mandated in Matthew 28 to Preach, to Teach the Word of God and to Baptize, 
thereby making disciples (Christians) when and where it pleases God to do so.  That is, to Preach the 
Gospel in its purity, to teach the pure Word of God and to Baptize with water and the Word of God.  
This is to be carried out via the means of the called and ordained Pastor(s) of the Church.  Thereby the 
Church receives through the Word and Sacraments of God, the Mercy and Grace of God, which is the 
free and unmerited forgiveness of all our sins.  In hearing this pure Word and receiving His Holy 
Sacraments, the Church, and its members are strengthened and preserved in the true faith until Her 
gracious Savior returns in glory.  We hold that the Sacraments are: Holy Baptism, Holy Absolution, and 
the Lord's Supper (Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article XIII). Through these, God preserves His 
remnant in true faith. 
 
We believe and teach without equivocation, that there is one Ministry in the Church, the Ministry of the 
Gospel, which is the preaching of the Word and Administration of the Sacraments.  "In order to obtain 
faith, God instituted the preaching office; that is the Word and Sacraments.  Through these, as through 
means, He gives the Holy Spirit, who works faith, when and where He pleases, in those who hear the 
Gospel." (Augsburg Confession, Article V).  "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing of the Word of Christ" 
(Romans 10:17).  The preaching of the Gospel and the reception of the Sacraments are the most 
important events that happen in the Church, for the life of the world.  The Holy, Divine Service, where 
God's people congregate is the central event in the life of the Church.  In this Divine Service God feeds 
His people with the bread of Heaven.  This is the work of the Church. 
 
We believe that it is erroneous to convey the idea that the individual Christian, other than in his vocation, 
has become responsible to "carry out the great commission," or has a responsibility to go out and 
evangelize.  It is also erroneous to hold that "everyone is a minister" or that "everyone has a ministry."  
The Confessions of the Lutheran Church as contained in the Book of Concord know nothing of this 
American invention of the "Priesthood of all believers" being galvanized for action in order to accomplish 
the work of the Ministry.  Therefore the church is not about programs.  It is about the Gospel.  The eyes 
of the Church are fixed upon Jesus, who is the author and perfecter of faith.  His message is about the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus for us, it is not about how we are to live our lives for Jesus.  The 
Church preaches the Gospel to get people into heaven not to get them into the pews.  There is no 
guarantee that the Church will grow, there is only faithfulness to the Word of God.  The Holy Spirit works 
faith through the faithful preaching of the pure Gospel, not the programs or the busyness of man. 
 
We reject the dangerous translation utilized among so many Lutheran Congregations as translated in the 
NIV in Ephesians Chapter 4 Verse 12, is, "to prepare God's people for works of service."  This false 
translation is law, not Gospel; and sees the Church as having the responsibility to be a "doing entity," 
rather than a receiving entity, receiving the riches of Grace in Christ Jesus. 
 
We also reject the various Church Growth principles and programs which flow out of the acceptance of 
this NIV translation.  We refer all interested parties to the excellent article by the now sainted Dr. Henry 
P. Hamann, former president of Luther Seminary in North Adelaide, South Australia. (The article may be 
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found in the Concordia Journal of January 1988.)  
 
The following quote from an article by Dr. Hamann will be beneficial to all in understanding this 
Constitution of Risen Christ Lutheran Church:  "This is evangelization church growth New Testament 
style.  If a Pastor aims at a Congregation whose members live by faith active in love - which is the only 
thing that finally counts in Christ Jesus (Gal.5:6) and if he were sure that all his flock were doing just 
that, there would be no need at all for any further organization in his Congregation beyond the barest 
minimum for the sake of order.  There would be no stewardship and evangelism committees, no frantic 
searching and scratching of heads, so that every member in the Congregation would have something to 
do, no elaborate programs to show that everybody keeps busy in some spiritual activity. But there would 
be a mighty spiritual, churchly movement, as all the members of the Congregation would live their free 
lives of faith loving their fellow men and serving them in freedom, heedless of self, as the whole body of 
Christ would grow and build itself up in love, each part doing its work.  And that mighty spiritual 
movement would exert a tremendous attraction on the unbelieving world, as the Holy Spirit would, 
through it and the preached word of the Gospel, add to the church daily those who were being saved." 

The Constitution of Risen Christ seeks to preserve this proper distinction of law and gospel and the 
proper understanding of the Church as Christ's Bride eagerly receiving His grace and mercy.  We do not 
seek to elevate the Office of Ministry in unbiblical ways nor to devalue the Royal Priesthood.  We simply 
want to place these teachings in their biblical perspective that God's people would understand their lives 
of faith and love in terms of their vocation which God has called them to and not in terms of forced 
service within the church under an improper understanding of the Doctrine of the Church. 
 

We hereby present the Constitution and bylaws of Risen Christ Lutheran Church.


